440       TO THE PRINCES AND THEIR PEOPLE

wanted a public declaration from me, I could not wait for
confirmation before giving my answer. Nor does the pre-
sent repudiation take the matter any further than where it
was left by my note, except that Janab Meherally and those
whom he risked did not make the statement alluded to.
The proper procedure is to challenge xny informant to
produce the names of those who he knew had .made the
statement imputed to them, or unreservedly to "withdraw
his allegation. I may inform the reader that I have adopted
the procedure myself and asked my informant to produce
the names or to withdraw his allegation. Meanwhile, my
note has served a very useful purpose in the other States,
if not in Cutch. The leaders have a greater sense of
responsibility and realize that my opinion should have no
weight with them, except to the extent that it appeals to
their heads and hearts. They are solely responsible for any
action they take. And^ naturally. They alone know the
situation at first hand within their o"wn spheres of action.